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Jess Berget
Editor-in-Chief
I never thought in a million years I would be the one standing at the helm of this 
ship. Me, writing a lettitor? Being the face 
of a student newspaper? Being responsible 
for an entire team? Scream! I never 
imagined myself as the role of a leader 
or captain. Yet, here I am—manning the 
proverbial wheel of this great paper. I know 
there may be some rough seas ahead, but as 
far as I can see it’s all smooth sailing. 
This paper, and student journalism 
has done a lot for me in my college career. 
I have met many wonderful people, had 
many crazy, (and alcohol-induced) nights, 
wrote copious amounts of articles, stayed 
up many late night’s way too often till the 
wee hours of the morning. I have met some 
of my best pals, and some of my worst 
enemies because of this paper. I’ve come a 
long way since walking past the OP room 
repeatedly before getting the guts to take 
the extra step inside the elusive room 1020 
three long years ago. 
As much as I hold these experiences 
dear, I can’t say working for the Other Press 
was always perfect. Admittedly, there were 
times I felt stifled, burnt out, or like I was 
in an echo-chamber that never ceased. 
There were things I wasn’t allowed to 
write about or say. On a couple occasions I 
would pitch articles that would be turned 
down as “too controversial.” But isn’t that 
what journalism, and especially student 
journalism is about? Pushing the envelope? 
Getting the people talking? Hearing two 
sides of every story? Facilitating dialogue 
between two different perspectives? I think 
so, and it’s what I base my vision of this 
lovely paper on. It’s a new year, a new dawn, 
and a new Other Press.
That is one the reasons I decided to do 
my first issue as a throwback and republish 
some of my old favourite articles. With 
many new and returning students coming 
for the fall, I wanted to re-introduce the 
paper in my vision. Some of my favourite 
pieces are about controversial, fun, or 
interesting topics. That’s what gets people 
engaged, isn’t it? Articles that spotlight 
funny topics or controversial clubs. Articles 
that tell you why making out is good for 
your health or what alcohol you should 
get crunk on this weekend. Articles that 
tell you about different experiences and 
opinions. Articles that make you laugh, or 
make you feel things you never knew you 
could. Also, an incredible feature about 
the rich history of the Other Press. It’s a 
testament to how much I love this paper, 
and how proud I am to be a part of it.
Every new Editor-in-Chief has a vision 
of what they want their paper to look like. 
For me, I am basing my paper on what I 
think are the important aspects of student 
journalism. Freedom of speech, hearing 
different voices and experiences, dialogue 
between two people who think very 
differently. To me, this is the foundation 
of student journalism. Hell, of journalism 
in general, and is the reason I am proud to 
sit in the big EIC chair, and to be writing 
this lettitor to you today. Hey, thanks for 
reading!
Limes,
Jess Berget
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Lettitor
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The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 1976. 
Since 1978 we have been an autonomous 
publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, 
governed by an eight-person board of 
directors appointed by our staff. Our head 
office is located in the New Westminster 
campus.
The Other Press is published weekly 
during the fall and winter semesters, and 
monthly during the summer. We receive 
our funding from a student levy collected 
through tuition fees every semester at 
registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University Press 
(CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada.
The Other Press reserves the right to 
choose what we will publish, and we 
will not publish material that is hateful, 
obscene, or condones or promotes illegal 
activities. Submissions may be edited for 
clarity and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
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• Douglas College in meme war
• Two wrongs don’t make a right
• Douglas College puts a lid on single-use 
plastic water bottles
...and more
We will be there to support our friends in South America as we fight a blaze 
that has impacts not just on their region but on our entire planet.”
– Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
Fires have been raging through the Amazon rainforest since late August, 
and it’s an environmental catastrophe that 
could affect the planet.
More than 20 percent of the oxygen 
we breathe in comes from the Amazon 
rainforest. It is considered one of the 
strongest forces in preventing global 
warming because of the amount of carbon 
in the air that it absorbs. This tropical 
rainforest is now burning at an unforeseen 
rate. 
The 45th G7 was held in Biarritz, 
Nouvelle-Aquitaine, France this year from 
August 24 to 26, where the top economies 
of the world—including Canada—came 
together to respond to urgent global 
challenges. The Amazon wildfires were 
on the top of the agenda this year. At the 
conclusion of the summit, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau announced $15 million, plus 
the support of water bombers, to combat 
the fires in the Amazon.
In an interview with the press, as 
reported by The Globe and Mail, the Prime 
Minister said, “One of the things we have 
seen over the past years, as Canada has 
faced increasingly extreme wildfire events, 
is there is a global network of support 
and friends who lean on each other. We 
will be there to support our friends in 
South America as we fight a blaze that has 
impacts not just on their region but on our 
entire planet.”
Canada has a huge pool of resources 
like water bombers which it collects from 
provinces and territories to fight its own 
wildfires. In addition, Canada can call 
upon privately-owned fire-fighting aircrafts 
which in a case of emergency can be rented 
as well. 
Brazil has also received a huge amount 
of international support for this crisis. 
Britain promised to contribute £11 million 
($17.8 million) and the United States nearly 
US$20 million. 
The entire situation has attracted a 
global debate where experts are arguing 
that money alone cannot help to solve 
the problem. Mark Lutes, a Canadian 
environmentalist working for the World 
Wildlife Federation in Brazil, said that 
the fires are caused by human activity in 
an interview with CBC. More specifically, 
the fires were set deliberately by people 
who wanted to expand their farming and 
ranching areas by illegally burning parts 
of the forest. This is considered the main 
problem, and many put the blame the 
president of Brazil saying his policies do 
not combat this deforestation issue. 
Under the administration of the 
current Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro, 
national environmental agencies have also 
faced a huge cut in funding. In addition, 
the Bolsonaro government has also lost the 
support of several other nations. Norway 
and Germany have withheld monetary 
aid, citing Brazil’s ignorance and not 
being able to stand to the commitment of 
fighting deforestation. The two European 
nations have held back $60 million in 
funds intended for Brazilian sustainability 
projects.
Canada pledges to help Amazon wildfires
 › PM announces financial aid of $15 million as environmental devastation continues
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
Start bringing your own water bottles to school! Douglas College has rolled out a 
ban on plastic single-use water bottles from 
vending machines and cafeterias on all 
campuses (New Westminster, Coquitlam, 
and Anvil Office Tower) effective 
September 1. 
The decision stems from the 
school’s commitment to reduce their 
carbon footprint and to become a more 
environmentally friendly and water 
conservative establishment. The college 
reported that over 32,000 bottles were sold 
on its campuses last year. Douglas is the 
16th  post-secondary institution in Canada 
to ban plastic water bottles following 
behind other schools such as McGill, Trent, 
the University of Ottawa, University of 
Toronto, University of Winnipeg, and the 
University of Victoria, with more sure to 
follow. 
According to a Douglas College press 
release, the decision for the ban stems from 
a survey of the college community where 
92 per cent of responders said they strongly 
supported banning plastic water bottles 
sales in the school.
Douglas College is committed to 
reducing their own carbon footprint and 
plastic bottle waste while also providing 
all students with clean, safe, and free 
water on all of their campuses. Students 
are encouraged to drink tap water instead, 
and the college made sure it was prepared. 
Before instituting the new ban, five new 
water bottle filling stations were added 
across campuses in 2018, with another 
seven added or upgraded in 2019. Students 
who forget their water bottles at home 
will be happy to know that Douglas will 
also be selling reusable water bottles in 
the bookstores as well as in select vending 
machines on all three campuses. 
Canada has been slowly phasing out 
the use of single-use plastics. In a recent 
press release Justin Trudeau announced 
that Canada will ban single-use plastics 
such cutlery, straws, bags, and other 
scientifically-proven harmful plastics as 
early as 2021. 
Bottled up 
 › Douglas College puts a lid on single-
use plastic water bottles
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Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
The province of BC is a popular retirement spot for many senior 
residents. However, being a senior has 
its limitations—including, notably, 
transportation. To combat this, the City 
of New Westminster has announced 
funding for new buses, vans, and other 
transportation supports for its seniors. 
According to a press release from 
Island Health, 19 percent of the BC 
population is over the age of 65, a number 
which is expected to grow to 25 percent in 
the next 15 years. Accessibility is crucial for 
these seniors and their physical and mental 
well-being, as Adrian Dix, Minister of 
Health, explained in a press release. 
“Lack of access to transportation 
can increase social isolation, undermine 
an individual’s ability to complete daily 
activities ranging from grocery shopping, 
health appointments and engaging in 
community programs that improve mental 
and physical well-being. That’s why we are 
taking steps to resolve this barrier,” said 
Dix.
The Senior Services Society, an 
organization based in New West, has 
received $40,000 in funding from the 
province to purchase a new bus at a cost of 
$115,000. This is just part of the province’s 
approximately $1.23 million provided to 13 
communities for different projects through 
regional health authorities. The money 
shall be channeled towards improving the 
transportation services for BC seniors. 
Nipa Bhalla, the Senior Services 
Society’s resources development officer, 
said to the New Westminster Record, 
“Seniors Services Society is extremely 
grateful to the Ministry of Health for its 
generous contribution to our new bus, so 
we may continue to provide vulnerable 
and isolated seniors with opportunities to 
socialize with their peers, contributing to 
healthy and positive aging.” 
The Society is working towards 
making sure that they get the best price 
and set up a convenient structure. The new 
bus will help seniors access everything 
from social outings to grocery stores. The 
vehicle will be equipped with a wheelchair 
lift and have a seating capacity of 16 people. 
To ensure safety and a great experience, the 
bus will also have a host, usually a senior 
volunteer. The bus and other new vehicles 
and programs across the province will help 
senior residents continue to lead active, 
engaged lives.
In the report by Island Health, 
Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors and 
Multiculturalism Anne Kang said, “Seniors 
are the hearts of our communities and 
they deserve to get the support they need 
to live the healthiest lives possible. By 
increasing transportation options within 
the community, seniors will better be able 
to live independent lives and stay physically 
and socially active.”
Province funds 
new wheels for 
New West elders
 › New West seniors to get new 
buses for transportation
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Do you like writing, editing, 
design, and getting paid?
The Other Press 
is hiring!
News Editor: Reports on timely and relevant events, topics, and 
responsible for writing/editing News-based articles. Works 
closely with Staff Reporter to cover Douglas College, New 
Westminster, and Coquitlam news and events. 
 
Staff Reporter: Provides two articles a week focusing on timely 
and relevant topics around the Douglas College community and 
lower mainland.  
 
Opinions Editor: Comes up with relevant and timely opinion-
based pieces, ensuring that arguments are fact-based and 
properly sourced. Writes and edits five articles a week.  
 
Humour/Entertainment Editor: Oversees the Humour and 
Entertainment section. Edits articles from contributors or writes 
Humour, creative works and comics to fill section. 
 
Layout Manager: Oversees layout team. Responsible for working 
with Production Assistant to ensure that all articles in paper 
are laid out on InDesign in a creative and professional manner.
Production Assistant: Works alongside the Layout Manager on 
InDesign. Designs spread of certain sections including feature.
 
Training provided for all positions. Send your 
resume, cover letter, and writing samples to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
issue 1/ vol 46 news // no. 5
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Originally Published on March 24, 2017
En route to class, students might have noticed an eye-catching poster on 
several bulletin boards around both 
campuses. Kellie Leitch, a Conservative 
candidate for the 2019 election, holds a 
Canadian Red Ensign flag. Below Leitch 
sits a Trump and Harper Pepe frog meme, 
and a woman wearing a “Make Canada 
Great Again” toque. At first glance, the 
poster incites shock and amusement, but 
ultimately garners interest in finding out if 
such a club would be so forthright.
Discussing politics can bring people 
closer together, but more often than 
not, farther apart. Alexander Emanuelli, 
President of DSU Conservative and 
Libertarian Club, hopes to bring students 
together to discuss politics, both right and 
left wing, in a peaceful manner. 
“We are directed towards right-wing 
politics, but we have also always made clear 
that whatever your politics are, anyone is 
welcome to come. Granted, as of yet we 
haven’t had any lefties take us up on that 
offer. We have had some people who are 
politically agnostic and wanted to learn,” 
said Emanuelli.
“The desire to make the club came 
first and actually finding the people came 
after.  The main thing I really wanted was 
to provide students at Douglas with a way 
to find out about right-wing ideas if they 
are new to politics, especially considering 
all the smears going around lately, with the 
election and all.”
Since its opening at the beginning 
of the winter 2017 semester, the DSU 
Conservative and Libertarian Club 
has been growing slowly, but steadily. 
Nonetheless, Emanuelli is glad to 
participate in political activism.
While Emanuelli assures students 
that club meetings will be mostly for 
discussions, he hopes not to scare away 
those who are new to politics by opening 
the floor for debate in whatever issues are 
brought to the table. Ultimately, he hopes 
to avoid the intensity that many might 
associate with outlying right wingers in 
today’s society.
“There has been a fair bit of 
controversy over the creation of this club. 
When I first started promoting this club 
at the Winter Semester Club Day, I had 
several people very angrily come up to me 
and over the course of several exchanges 
they promised me that the club would not 
be chartered,” he explained.
Emanuelli further describes how 
most anger was focused on the Make 
America Great Again hat and shirt he 
donned. Within the two and a half hours 
he represented the club, six complaints 
were made, a paper that said, “No Hate On 
My Campus” was posted outside their club 
door, and someone emailed them asking if 
they promoted harassment or harm against 
marginalized groups. 
“I would like to say that no, we 
do not, and I am very grateful that the 
Student Union has been very supportive 
of our freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression despite the complaints our club 
has received,” said Emanuelli.
Though the values he’s stood behind 
have faced adversity from some, Emanuelli 
heads into the remaining semester 
with hope for insightful discussions 
with a growing group of open-minded 
individuals. The club has yet to host any 
events, but should its membership flourish, 
Emanuelli has several ideas for the future. 
The DSU Conservative and Libertarian 
Club meets every Wednesday and Thursday 
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in Room 328 at 
the DSU Building at the New Westminster 
Campus.
Two wrongs don’t make a right
 › DSU Conservative and Libertarian Club opens doors amid controversy
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Katie Czenczek
Staff Writer
Originally Published December 6, 2017
It was only a matter of time until UBC and SFU students took to social media to 
wage an all-out war.
What started out as a post on 
Facebook became a conflict between the 
two local university, as students from 
both schools began to post memes to 
insult the opposing university. Using 
Twitter and Facebook as their platforms, 
both the UBC Confessions group and 
the SFU Confessions group saw students 
anonymously post memes, tagging 
one another in jabs against the other 
school. The memes ranged in topics, 
each discussing the problems with either 
university. Some were more lighthearted, 
poking fun at the high tuition costs of 
UBC, or claiming SFU students are only 
at SFU because they weren’t admitted 
to UBC. Others discussed topics such as 
UBC’s alleged reputation for campus sexual 
assaults. 
BCIT, UVIC, and other British 
Columbian universities and colleges were 
also mentioned in the flurry of memes 
posted. 
Douglas College was also mentioned 
and thrown into the fire as a bystander 
of the war of memes. Douglas College 
Confessions fired back, posting memes 
with captions such as “watching 
your neighbours fight on the street,” 
accompanied by a photo of Homer 
Simpson looking out of his window 
suspiciously.
Amber-Rose Hemm, a Douglas 
College student who saw the events unfold 
on social media, said in an interview 
with the Other Press that she enjoyed 
watching the meme war from a bystander’s 
perspective.
“It was fun sitting by the sidelines 
watching with popcorn as the other schools 
fought each other,” she said.
When asked what she thought 
Douglas College Confessions should post in 
order to respond to the memes, Hemm said 
that she would like to see some posts about 
how UBC and SFU students are paying 
significantly higher costs for the exact same 
education.
“I just don’t get it. They pay 
ridiculously higher tuition fees for the 
same education. That’s the biggest 
thing [Douglas College students] have 
to shoot back at [UBC and SFU] is the 
stupidly expensive costs of going to either 
university,” Hemm said.
Stephanie Malundo, another Douglas 
College student, did not personally see the 
memes but said that she liked the idea of a 
meme war between the competing schools.
“It’s a harmless joke that can be 
something fun to do. Everyone loves a good 
laugh, especially at this time of the year 
with finals wrapping up. I wish that I got to 
see it while they were still posting a tonne,” 
she said.
Douglas College embroiled in meme war
 › University-to-university conflict turns viral
M
em
e 
vi
a 
D
o
u
g
la
s 
C
o
lle
g
e 
C
o
n
fe
ss
io
n
s 
o
n
 F
ac
eb
o
o
k
THROWBACK
THROWBACK
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
• Local film finds a connection through 
technology
• ‘Sweetbitter’ TV show review
• ‘Stardew Valley’ video game review
...and more
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Improv is funny no matter what language it is performed in. Because it is made 
up on the spot, everyone can enjoy it. The 
biggest convention that involves improv 
comes to Vancouver this year with the 
International TheatreSports Institute 
Conference and Festival. The festival, 
which will take place from October 14 
to October 20, will showcase the best of 
improv from around the world and present 
new ways to use improvisation.
Most of the shows and plays in the 
festival this year will be held at some of the 
theatres on Granville Island including The 
Improv Centre (home of the Vancouver 
TheatreSports League), The Waterfront 
Theatre, and The Nest. 
One show which will be a highlight of 
the festival takes place on a bus. El Jaguar’s 
Fiesta Tour created by Derek Flores was a 
hit in New Zealand and it is now coming 
to our city. Enjoy a tour of Vancouver with 
a wrestler named El Jaguar as he describes 
his Vancouver and presents unexpected 
“facts.” Another hit improv show called 
The Ferocious Four, developed by Laura 
Doorneweerd from the Netherlands, is an 
improvised hero story with an all-female 
cast. Yet one more play to watch out for is 
the innovative Masks Unleashed, which 
is performed with masks and shows the 
challenges of doing improvisation with 
these props.
The flagship show of the Vancouver 
TheatreSports League, TheatreSports, was 
created by Keith Johnstone and was first 
performed at the University of Calgary 
before being performed daily in the 
Loose Moose Theatre. Some of the other 
shows that Johnstone developed will also 
be performed in the upcoming festival, 
including Gorilla Theatre where various 
actors do scenes on the spot with a “live 
gorilla” (played by a costumed performer) 
as someone directs them. We’ll also get 
to see the famous LifeGame where an 
audience member tells the story of their 
life and the improvisors present it based on 
the story.
Throughout the festival, TheatreSports 
shows will be performed with members in 
the local league as well as improvisors from 
Edmonton’s Rapid Fire Theatre, Seattle’s 
Unexpected Productions, and Calgary’s 
Loose Moose Theatre with member and 
Kim’s Convenience star Andrew Phung in 
attendance. 
If you like collaborations, Patti 
Stiles of Australia and Joe Bill of the US 
will be putting on a collaboration in Our 
Play where they showcase their different 
improvisation styles as well as their 
common values. You can also see plays 
that are based on suggestions from the 
audience and objects brought by attendees, 
including Play Unscripted, The Time is 
Now, and The Toys Strike Back!
With a variety of shows and plays 
being performed in the International 
TheatreSports Festival this year, you’re sure 
to find shows that will appeal to everyone 
and open our eyes to new ways to do things 
on the spot.
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Enjoy a tour of Vancouver with 
a wrestler named El Jaguar as 
he describes his Vancouver and 
presents unexpected “facts.”
Improvisation from around the world
 › International TheatreSports Festival preview
issue 1// vol 46 arts // no. 7
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Originally Published April 8, 2019
Whether or not music helps concentration has been up for 
debate for a long time. Classical, orchestral 
music is a staple for people to listen to 
when they want to focus. This is because 
listening to music with lyrics can distract 
our brains because our brains may try 
to interpret the lyrics instead of simply 
leaving them be. Similarly, our brains also 
get caught up in trying to predict how a 
song will continue, which means listening 
to music that retains rhythms and melodies 
helps as well.
Having been diagnosed with ADHD, 
in my experience focusing in general 
happens to be one of the hardest tasks 
to overcome. Being a college student 
and having a job that basically runs on 
creativity and deadlines, the ability to 
focus easily seems like it could erase a lot 
of stressors. Personally, I’ve found that 
video game soundtracks are the real deal in 
facilitating concentration. 
It makes sense, really, as to why video 
game soundtracks work as well as they 
do. Their purpose is to immerse you into 
a world where you must complete tasks 
that require full concentration. The music 
motivates and inspires you to not only 
complete tasks with vigour, but makes you 
want to keep playing (in this case: finish 
your work) and fills you with a sense of 
achievement when you do succeed. During 
stressful periods in the game, tracks may 
act as relaxers or something to hype you 
up for what is to come. It’s no wonder this 
type of music can help in situations besides 
video games.
Some people may tell you to practice 
yoga, meditate, and drink water—and 
those may work wonders as well, but I’m 
here to tell you to sit back, relax, and get 
ready to feel some intense childhood 
nostalgia. 
Halo
From the incredibly famous theme song 
alone, the Halo soundtrack is intense and 
carefully curated to make you feel a full 
range of emotion. Orchestral and acapella 
compositions feature a variety of intense 
solos. The Halo 3 soundtrack by Martin 
O'Donnell is packed with epic scores that 
fill any listener with determination. 
The Legend of Zelda
Music from The Legend of Zelda is creative 
and inspiring. It’s not as forceful as the 
Halo soundtrack but has a much more 
whimsical and adventurous sound. This 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t ignite the same 
passion to succeed in whatever tasks you 
are obligated to do. Regardless of which 
Zelda soundtrack you choose to listen to, it 
transports you to a world where you are the 
leader in a grand adventure. 
Minecraft
My personal favourite soundtrack (perhaps 
of all time) is the Alpha album by C418. 
Unlike the more orchestral feel of the 
above two video games, a lot of the original 
Minecraft soundtrack is made with piano 
and synth parts. It evokes all ranges of 
emotions, from the beautiful melancholy 
of “Subwoofer Lullaby,” wonder of “Living 
Mice,” and raw wanderlust and pride of 
“Minecraft.” You feel the blissfulness of 
a new world with so much to see and do 
encapsulated by “Wet Hands,” spine-
chilling fear captured in “Thirteen,” regret 
in “Excuse,” and pure playful happiness in 
“Cat” and “Dog.” I think I can safely speak 
for all those who spent countless sleepless 
nights with their friends creating a virtual 
sandbox escape when I say “Sweden” may 
be one of the most emotionally moving 
video game compositions ever.
These soundtracks meant a lot to us 
as kids. They helped us conquer the Stone 
Tower Temple, the scarab in Halo 3’s Ark 
mission, and visit the Nether for the first 
time (before the End existed). Now that 
we’re adults, though, why not make use of 
this music in our adult lives? It might just 
make this adult thing a little easier.
Why you should listen to video 
game soundtracks at work
 › Video game soundtracks and their correlation to concentration
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Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
    
Originally Published January 14, 2019
Stardew Valley is an indie farming simulator first released in 2016 that’s 
now available to play on most major 
platforms. 
You play as a character who has just 
inherited their late grandfather's farm in 
Stardew Valley. You then start the game 
once you move and begin your life as a 
farmer in a quaint area called Pelican Town. 
You manage your energy, health, and time 
as you handle your farm, livestock, mining, 
crafting, and socializing with the various 
villagers. 
The town used to be vibrant and 
bustling, alongside the now-dilapidated 
community centre, but the ways have 
changed now that Joja Corporation has 
arrived. Joja Corp poses a threat to the 
community centre with its plans to convert 
the remnants of the community centre into 
a warehouse for their store, JojaMart. The 
market itself represents a divide amongst 
the villagers, since some villagers purchase 
their groceries at JojaMart, but in turn their 
patronage takes away from local businesses 
such as Pierre’s General Store.
There are a vast variety of characters 
in game, with 12 characters available to 
romance and eventually marry. Once wed, 
they move in with your character and help 
out around the farm. There is also a chance 
to have children, but they cannot mature 
past the toddler stage at this time. 
Seemingly shallow at first look, 
Stardew Valley catches you off guard with 
the NPC (non-player character) backstories 
and dialogue. Pam, an alcoholic, offers her 
two cents on the world, with quips such as, 
“I was reading the newspaper this morning 
but then I got depressed. It's a rotten world, 
kid. Keep your head screwed on right 
and you'll make it through in one piece.” 
Talking to villagers daily and giving them 
gifts increases your relationship levels, 
leading to enhanced dialogue and unique 
cutscenes. 
Take Alex, for example; he is an 
athletic character who is initially superficial 
and arrogant. At a lower relationship level, 
he’ll propose dialogue to your character 
such as, “If you weren't a girl, I'd ask you to 
play catch.” (To which you can, of course, 
give him a piece of your mind.) However, as 
your relationship develops, he tells you his 
tragic backstory (spoiler ahead!) involving 
his abusive alcoholic father who left and 
his mother who passed away shortly 
thereafter, which is why he now lives with 
his grandparents in the valley. All the 
characters are amazingly developed with 
real world characteristics that make them 
both lovable and relatable.
Same-sex couples, as well as dating 
multiple villagers at the same time—
representing healthy polyamorous 
relationships—are yet another charming 
aspect of the game. The characters may 
mention their sexual orientation as your 
relationship with them progresses, such as 
Abigail saying, “I didn’t know I felt this way 
about other girls… until I met you.”
Stardew Valley also has a four-player 
cooperative multiplayer mode. This allows 
you and your friends to live on the same 
farm, with the ability to date and marry 
amongst each other. 
Oftentimes, the villagers will ask 
you to do quests that will either further 
your progress in the game or increase 
your relationship with them. Unlockable 
milestones exist in the game, but there is 
no definite end to each save file. 
I was skeptical at first about how 
much I could possibly enjoy a farming 
simulator (my gaming roots are in Halo 
and other first-person shooters). However, 
I now have 96 hours logged and I’m 
nowhere near tired of playing. Stardew 
Valley is a lot more than I bargained for 
and I would recommend anyone to play it 
for a casual good time. 
‘Stardew Valley’ digs deeper than bedrock
 › ‘Stardew Valley’ video game review
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The Young Actors Project (YAP) films are well known for focusing on teens 
and their phones, most notably in the 
popular The Girl Without a Phone series on 
YouTube. However, the BC acting group’s 
latest phone-centric film, Everything You 
Ever Wanted, explores a new angle of this 
obsession: Online celebrity.
The film stars social influencer Rhys 
Dawkins, who gained a fanbase from his 
role in YAP’s The Girl Without a Phone: A 
Snow White Story in 2017. In Everything 
You Ever Wanted, he plays a scripted 
version of himself, a YouTube star who has 
become an obsession for the lead character, 
Faith (Shea Smeltzer).
Written and directed by YAP founder 
Robert Randall, the 32-minute film follows 
Faith, an average high school girl who is 
addicted to her smartphone and constantly 
watches Rhys’s videos on it. It presents an 
honest look at how addictive smartphones 
can be, showing how scared Faith is to be 
apart from her phone for any extended 
period of time. Her addiction goes so far 
that it affects her performance at school, 
work, and home, to the point she skips 
class and gets fired from her job.
Everything You Ever Wanted takes 
the idea of young people’s connections to 
their phones one step further when Rhys 
inexplicably starts talking directly to Faith 
during his latest YouTube video. As if that 
isn’t strange enough, he magically leaves 
his video and appears in the real world to 
spend time with her.
Smeltzer and Dawkins play their 
characters well with great comedic timing 
and romantic chemistry. Smeltzer gives an 
excellent performance of a self-conscious 
teen girl with insecurities, nerdy interests, a 
best friend (Paige Lidiard), and a boyfriend 
(Draeven McGowan). She displays a wide 
range of emotions as her character goes 
through several major changes throughout 
the film. One moment Faith is giddy over 
a new Rhys video, then she’s panicking 
because she’s about to get in trouble for 
using her phone again, then she discovers 
that people she trusted have betrayed her, 
all of which Smeltzer plays convincingly.
Dawkins’s performance is a scripted 
version of his online persona, a cool guy 
with a sensitive side, which he is clearly 
comfortable playing. He strikes a balance 
between his usual persona and a nerdy, 
insecure personality that Faith draws out 
of him.
The YouTube videos his character 
makes are similar to the style and humour 
of Dawkins’s actual videos, which gives 
the film a real-world connection since 
Dawkins’s videos will continue to be made 
long after the film’s end credits roll.
Everything You Ever Wanted and other 
YAP films are available to view on Robert 
Randall’s YouTube channel.
Local film finds a 
connection through 
technology
 › True love transcends the screen in 
‘Everything You Ever Wanted’
'E
ve
ry
th
in
g
 Y
o
u
 E
ve
r 
W
an
te
d
' s
ti
ll
Craig Allan
Contributor
In today’s world of streaming, cable, and movies, it is easy for great television 
shows to fall under the radar. After all, no 
one can watch everything that the so-called 
Peak TV world has to offer. While shows 
like Game of Thrones and Stranger Things 
can take up a lot of the conversation, many 
other shows that are not as well-known also 
deserve some of that conversation space. 
One of these underrated outstanding 
shows is living its life on the new-to-
Canada Starz network: Sweetbitter.
Sweetbitter has just finished its second 
season, and with an episode count of only 
14 it is a fantastic show to binge. A drama 
based off the book of the same name by 
Stephanie Danler, it stars Ella Purnell (Miss 
Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, 
Churchill) as Tess, a woman from Ohio 
who, on a whim, moves to New York City. 
She doesn’t know what she wants to do in 
New York or what she is going to do when 
she gets there. She just wants to live the 
New York dream—even if that dream is 
undefined.
She does find work at a high-class 
restaurant. Despite not knowing anything 
about wines, cooking, or fancy foods, 
Tess is passionate and eager to learn. Her 
learning however does not stop at the 
food—she is fascinated by the people in 
this unfamiliar world she has entered. 
There is Simone, played by Caitlin 
FitzGerald, a woman of adventure and 
mystery. Her life may seem glamourous, 
with a kitschy New York apartment and 
a history that includes a year living in 
Champagne, France, but there is also a 
darkness to her. This darkness can be 
seen from her treatment of her on-again, 
off-again boyfriend Jake (Evan Jonigkeit). 
Simone’s treatment of Jake, whom she has 
known since she was a child and has an 
almost sibling-like affection for, and her 
divorced past set her up as a character of 
many layers. We’ve yet to see if those layers 
are sweet like a cake, or bitter like an onion. 
Other characters that make up the 
show include Howard (Paul Sparks), the 
head manager of the restaurant who is 
trying to change the restaurant while 
struggling to keep its traditional charms; 
Sasha (Daniyar), a gay Russian man who 
is fearful of returning to the country 
that is not accepting of his lifestyle; and 
Heather (Jasmine Matthews) a law school 
dropout who due to her race has to act like 
a chameleon, changing her identity to fit 
whatever the customer sees in her just so 
she can maximize her tips. 
Lead actress Purnell has a doe-eyed 
look to her which is very appropriate for 
the show, since Tess, while also being the 
main character, acts as a surrogate for the 
audience in this crazy big-city journey. 
Tess enters the unknown waters of this 
strange land with vigour and lust. One such 
example comes in the season 2 premiere. 
On a field trip to an upstate farm, 
Howard—in an attempt to get the staff 
to understand where the food they serve 
comes from—has a pig slit and gutted in 
front of them. While everyone turns away, 
Tess looks on in shock, but the important 
thing is she looks on, which Howard 
recognizes and notes by telling her, “You 
have a curiosity.” Tess’s philosophy is that 
she wants to “try everything,” and her zest 
for life and discovery powers the show to 
make it a diamond in the bowels of the 
Peak TV machine. 
Sweetbitter may not be in the same 
league as prestige television favourites 
like Better Call Saul and This is Us, but it 
is one of the more relatable shows on TV 
today. Who hasn’t been put into a position 
completely foreign to them, or dreamt 
of leaving their life behind and traveling 
to a far-off land in search of adventure? 
Sweetbitter is the embodiment of wish 
fulfillment. You buy into Tess’s journey 
and are encouraged to follow her wherever 
she may go. The show may be called 
Sweetbitter, but in terms of entertainment 
value, and overall enjoyment, it is pure, 
refined, sugary sweetness.
Sugary sweet entertainment
 › ‘Sweetbitter’ TV show review
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 The 32-minute film follows 
Faith, an average high school 
girl who is addicted to her 
smartphone and constantly 
watches Rhys’s videos on it.
Life & StyLe
Have an idea for a story?
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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• Health benefits of making out
• The best cheap, alcoholic beverages
• TV: Entertainment or distraction?
...and more
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
August in the Lower Mainland is quite possibly my favourite time of year. The 
weather’s usually great, the fall semester 
still seems far away, and stone fruits are 
some of the most delicious fruits that come 
into season.
Year after year, I buy loads of white 
peaches and green plums in a hungry 
frenzy, wondering what else I can do with 
them besides just washing and eating—
which, to be fair, is probably the best way to 
enjoy them. If you’re wondering the same 
thing, then this list of some of my favourite 
uses for stone fruits should help coax you 
into a fun day of kitchen experimentation. 
Grilled White Peaches
This recipe is simple, yet so delicious. All 
you need is:
4 white peaches, pitted and cut in half
¼ cup brown sugar or maple syrup
A grill pan or barbeque
I recommend patting your peaches 
dry once they’ve been cut in half to remove 
any excess moisture. Heat your grill pan or 
barbeque and sprinkle either brown sugar 
or maple syrup all over the cut side of the 
peaches. Make sure the entire face of the 
peach is covered—if you’re using brown 
sugar, rub it in so it doesn’t fall off.
Once your cooking surface is at a high 
heat, press the peaches cut side down, 
allowing the sugar or syrup to caramelize 
and begin to create grill marks. You 
don’t have to heat the peach all the way 
through, although you can if you would 
like. Flip gently and remove from heat 
once you’ve reached your desired level of 
caramelization and colour. 
These peaches are great with a scoop 
of vanilla ice cream as well as tossed into a 
salad or a bowl of yogurt. They’re versatile 
and, more importantly, a more fun way to 
eat a white peach.
Green Plum Salad
This salad is great on its own or as a side. 
You’ll need:
10 green plums, pitted and quartered
6 radishes, peeled and sliced
1 mini watermelon, cubed
½ cup mint, finely chopped
½ cup toasted pecans, roughly chopped
2 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp honey
2 tbsp red wine vinegar
Salt and pepper to taste
This recipe couldn’t be any easier, 
I swear. Simply place all your fruit and 
vegetable into a large bowl and sprinkle 
with salt and pepper. Mix wet ingredients 
together and drizzle over the contents of 
the bowl, tossing to coat well. Pile your 
salad high in a big bowl and enjoy!
You can add some additional 
fruits, spices, or nuts depending on your 
preference. A touch of crumbled feta is 
excellent if you want a little bit of cheese 
and extra salt. 
Concord Grape Tarts
Okay, this one’s not a stone fruit, but it’s 
still worth including on your summer fruit 
recipe list. This recipe might seem strange, 
but it’s worth a try. What you’ll need is:
1 package of mini tart shells
4 cups of concord grapes
½ cup white sugar
2 tbsp minute tapioca
2 tbsp lemon juice
1 cup dried cherries
Remove the skins from your grapes 
by squeezing the grapes with your fingers. 
Once the skins are removed, place the 
grapes, sugar, and lemon juice into a pot 
and bring to a boil, using a fork to mash 
and break down the grapes as they cook. 
Let boil on medium high heat for five 
minutes and then add the cherries, mixing 
well. Reduce heat and let simmer for an 
additional three minutes. Take off heat, 
mix in tapioca, and place into fridge for a 
minimum of two hours up to overnight to 
firm up.
When you’re ready to bake, simply 
prepare your mini tart shells on a bake 
tray and fill each shell with your concord 
grape filling. Bake according to the mini 
tart’s package instructions or at 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit for 30 to 45 minutes. Remove 
from oven and let cool for an hour.
Three recipes for in-season fruits
 › Ain’t no season like stone fruit season
Craig Allan
Contributor
When walking out of a Douglas College classroom, you see many plaques 
and signs—maps showing emergency 
exits, signs that say no food or drinks are 
allowed in the classroom that mostly go 
ignored. However, there is another sign 
that has recently been added in the last 
few years that catches the eye: One that 
reads “We would like to acknowledge 
that Douglas College campuses, where we 
live, learn, work and play, are located on 
the unceded traditional territories of the 
Coast Salish Peoples of the QayQayt and 
Kwikwetlem First Nations.” This is just one 
of a wave of cultural and educational, and 
governmental, institutions that have made 
the acknowledgment of First Nations lands 
a staple. 
With the recognition of First Nations 
lands becoming a standard practice in 
Canadian society, one wonders where the 
acknowledgment came from, why it is 
included, and if it has a positive effect on 
the reconciliation efforts in Canada.
Douglas College Aboriginal 
Coordinator Dave Seaweed said in an 
email interview with the Other Press that 
the acknowledgment “has moved to the 
forefront in the wake of the Truth and 
Reconciliation report and the 94 calls to 
action.” Seaweed stated that from his own 
personal perspective, he feels excited when 
he hears the acknowledgment and proud of 
whoever has organized the event because 
it shows that the territory of First Nations 
people is being respected. 
Douglas Student Union Indigenous 
Students Representative Caitlin Spreeuw 
voiced a similar sentiment in an email to 
the Other Press but also said that while the 
acknowledgment is “definitely a first step 
toward reconciliation […] there is still a 
lot more that can, and should, be done in 
order for true reconciliation to occur."
It’s worth noting that this official 
recognition is not as simple of a 
process as it may seem. For example, 
take the Acknowledgment of Territory 
document given to School District 40 
by the Aboriginal Educational Advisory 
Committee. The document, which 
represents the QayQayt people who lived 
in the New Westminster area around 
Front Street, states that non-Indigenous 
people can acknowledge that the land they 
are standing on is First Nations land, but 
they cannot welcome people to the land. 
That duty can only be performed by a 
member of the First Nations group, or their 
descendants.
Ever since the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission report came 
out, Canadians have become more aware 
of First Nations people and their role in the 
shaping of the land. Canadians know more 
about the pre-colonial inhabitants of this 
country than they ever have before. The 
acknowledgments are proving themselves 
to be a valuable resource in connecting 
and transmitting knowledge because while 
older generations may have grown up with 
little information about the lands they 
occupy, the next generations will grow up 
with a better understanding of the people 
who lived on these lands first. It may seem 
like just words, but they are words that 
breed knowledge, understanding, and 
respect.
Standing on the lands
 › Why do we acknowledge First Nations lands 
and is it helping in the reconciliation efforts?
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Originally Published September 10, 2013
Writing an appropriate opening to this Feature has been 
daunting. 
A brief history of 40 volumes 
worth of the Other Press? Should I 
assume you’re someone who’s never 
enjoyed our paper before? Can I 
dive into the paper’s lore and expect 
you’ll know everything I’m referring 
to? History is something I’ve grown 
to appreciate as I’ve gained more of 
it myself. Without documentation, 
those things called memories can 
dissolve into blips in our cranial 
databanks.
The Other Press has been a 
mainstay at Douglas College since 
1976, over time producing 39 volumes. 
As of this issue’s printing, we’re 
now in Volume 40. Didn’t know 
Douglas College has a newspaper? 
We’re a relatively large publication 
compared to other college/university 
newspapers, with a core staff of 16 
people and a collective of dedicated 
contributors, made up almost 
exclusively of Douglas students and 
alumni. We publish weekly during the 
fall and winter semesters, monthly 
during the summer, and we’re open 
24/7 over at theotherpress.ca.
To commemorate this literary 
milestone of 39 volumes past, I 
decided to round up some Other 
Press history and compile it into 
one digestible word count. We’ve 
got some insight into how the paper 
first came to fruition in ’76, a look at 
how the content has changed since 
then (spoilers: a lot), and there are 
even some words from Other Press 
graduates.
A healthy alternative since ‘76
Let’s start this memory-train off in 
1976, when the Other Press made its 
official debut as the second newspaper 
at Douglas College.
An article by Terry Glavin in the 
20-year anniversary issue of the Other 
Press tells the story of how a small 
group of hopeful writers gathered 
for an all-nighter to construct the 
premiere issue. “All we knew is that 
some of us knew how to write, and 
some of us knew how to use a camera, 
and when it came down to it that’s 
what we wanted to do.” Most of them 
were in Douglas’ then-journalism 
program and were dissatisfied with 
the college newspaper, the Pinion, 
which “appeared maybe once or twice 
a semester.”
One night, the group of rogue 
writers asked the program head/then-
editor of the Pinion, Charlie Giordano, 
if they could use the newspaper’s 
production equipment. He gave the 
go-ahead and then left for the night. 
When Giordano came back the next 
morning, Glavin and company were 
still there, putting the final touches 
on what became the first issue of the 
Other Press. The team then pooled 
their money and trekked out to 
Hacker Press in Abbotsford for the 
official printing.
Where did the paper’s name come 
from? Even Glavin couldn’t recall. 
“We hadn’t quite decided what to call 
the thing. All we knew for certain was 
that we wanted to produce something 
other than the Pinion. So the name 
fell to the Other Press.” To be fair, the 
name could be much worse: in ’77, 
a proposal went before the student 
council for a third newspaper at 
Douglas called the D.C. Student, 
which would siphon off half of the 
Other Press’ budget. The proposal 
was shut down, and the Other Press’ 
budget grew to about 25 per cent of 
the Student Society’s fall budget.
Fashion and other funny business
In our office at the New Westminster 
campus, you’ll find a bookshelf lined 
with blue yearbooks of Other Press 
volumes past. The oldest, from ’77, 
contains Volumes Four and Five. 
Structurally, the paper is 
unrecognizable from what it once 
was. Separate sections didn’t even 
make their debut until the third issue 
of Volume Four and were limited 
to Letters, Arts, and Sports, though 
campus content and opinions pieces 
existed without mastheads. Makes the 
current setup look pretty sweet, right? 
#sixsectionsandafeature 
You wouldn’t know by looking at it, 
but a tent pole section of the Other 
Press, Life & Style, is relatively new—
at least in relation to the paper overall.
Originally pitched in 2010 as 
the Fashion half-section by then-
Contributor Stephanie Trembath, the 
section was meant to help fill the gaps 
between Arts and Opinions, where 
topics like designer trends and style 
pieces could find a home. By the next 
semester, Fashion had become a full 
section and eventually underwent a 
name change to Life & Style, adding 
things like recipes and a recurring sex 
column.
This is 40
Forty volumes of student journalism
at Douglas College
THROWBACK
“The Life & Style section is a 
constant reminder that you have to 
have confidence in your ideas,” says 
Trembath, on how it felt to be a pioneer 
for the Other Press. “If you’re passionate 
about something, it will resonate in your 
work.”
You know that Humour section you 
like so much? The one at the back of 
the newspaper? The final pages of the 
Other Press didn’t use to be so funny, as 
it wasn’t until 2005 that the first signs 
of a Humour section began to manifest, 
initially as the “WTF” section. These 
two pages included a column called “I 
heart Spam,” where the Managing Editor 
would write replies to spam emails, and 
“Last Call,” an advice column. Maybe 
the second part isn’t exactly humorous, 
but within the year, a comics page was 
added.
The Humour section you know and 
love came in 2011 from former Editor-in-
Chief, Liam Britten. In the November 22 
issue, Britten provided a quote for the 
Lettitor, introducing the new section in 
a signature satire-style: “I am thrilled to 
be at the helm of the Humour section. 
I feel Humour is one of, if not the most 
important sections in the paper, so all 
the other section editors can shove it. 
I’m dedicated to news. Hard news. I will 
look under every stone, at the bottom 
of every beer glass, and in every strip 
club back room to find the truth. I don’t 
believe in journalistic bias, because bias 
is just another word for racism. And 
racism is bad; even a Swedish person 
knows that. So read Humour. It’s got the 
good stuff.”
The Other Highlights 
While my initial goal was to focus 
on the newspaper’s creative history and 
evolution as a publication, what would 
a throwback piece be without including 
some previous staff’s antics?
In the same anniversary piece 
mentioned before, Glavin recalls an 
“incident” where one of the staffers 
took a chainsaw to the office wall in 
an attempt to increase the room’s total 
square feet. “I don’t know what was 
going through the mind of the principal, 
George Wootton, when he came by to 
talk to us about the incident and could 
barely make out the people in our 
new office from the thick blue haze of 
marijuana smoke.” In their defence, this 
was the ‘70s—and who doesn’t like more 
square footage?
While I’m certainly more liberal 
with my language than some Editors 
before me, the occasional f-bomb in 
my article pales in comparison to what 
former Editor Tim Crumley did during 
one late-night production session: “We 
were reading the masthead, which is 
essentially a list of credits saying who 
did what in the paper. We were trying 
to proof it for typos and such, when we 
realized that there was a credit given to 
the readers of the paper. It simply said 
‘Readers…You.’ We flipped. We went 
berserk. If the readers of the paper didn’t 
know they were the readers of the paper, 
they must be idiots. No, they must be 
fuckheads. So there it was, the next day. 
‘Readers…You, fuckhead.’ We got more 
mail about that than any article we 
printed that year. Hmm.”
Other gems from the Other Press’ 
past include: the time Britten wrote a 
serious movie review of a porno; when 
an article written about how feminism 
provides easier sex caused women’s 
groups around campus to vandalize 
newspaper stands and tack a copy to the 
office door with “This is what sexism 
looks like” across the cover; and when 
Trevor Hargreaves, along with several 
others, hatched a plan to rename 
“the Western regional conference 
the ‘Further Upper Canada Canadian 
University Press’ conference.” In 2006, 
the FUCCUP conference was held—an 
event that remains immortalized on 
Urban Dictionary under the definition 
for “FUCCUP.”
An-Other 40 volumes
Depending on whom you ask, four years 
can be a long time. 
As I mentioned before, we have a 
series of “yearbooks” from volumes past; 
the most recent being from 2009. A brief 
glance at the volume’s staff lists reveals 
that not a single name can be found 
in the issue you’re reading now (with 
the exception of Angela Szczur, then 
Website Editor/IT extraordinaire and 
now Business Manager—and girl got 
married, so even her name’s different). 
An almost 100 per cent staff 
turnover rate in four years may sound 
problematic, but I’m looking with my 
glass-half-full goggles. I see a publication 
that refuses to grow stale. I see a staff 
that comes to the paper to give it their 
creative-all and then get the heck out, 
leaving room for someone else to create 
their own vision. 
Looking back at issues past, I feel 
confident in saying we’re living in an 
Other Press renaissance. Never before 
have the pages been as glossy or robust 
with great content. If 40 is the new 30, 
then it’s safe to say we’re just getting 
started.
THROWBACK
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It's practically summer! Which means the days of beach trips, picnics and barbeques, 
are finally here. 
You know what goes great with 
summery activities? Alcohol. And if you 
have the taste buds of an eight-year-old child 
like me, the sweeter the better. With such a 
wide variety of sugary drinks available, it can 
be hard to know which ones are good and 
which ones are best left on the shelf. Alcohol 
can be expensive too, so how can you know 
which ones are worth buying? Don't worry, 
I got you. I've had my fair share of alcoholic 
beverages, and so to aid you in your drinking 
escapades, here are my takes on sweet 
alcoholic drinks. 
Note: It's important to drink lots of 
water as sweeter drinks will definitely give 
you an awful hangover (believe me) and 
drink responsibly!
Woody's Pink Grapefruit: 3/5
Grapefruit flavoured anything is usually a go-
to for my summer drinks, and this one really 
hit the spot. The crisp, light, refreshing taste 
of the citrus and the carbonation makes this 
drink taste more like a punch, which is great 
if you really can't stand that strong taste of 
alcohol. Perfect as a starter beverage for your 
day drinking activities. And at only $2.40 a 
can, it's definitely a summer favourite.
Breezers Rum with mango flavor: 3.5/5
The tropical taste of mango is perfect for 
those hot days on the beach, and the design 
of the can is so aesthetically pleasing. I'm 
not usually a rum person, but this drink is 
a new favourite of mine. The mango flavour 
overpowers it perfectly enough so that you 
still get a hint of the alcohol within. 
Snapple Spiked Tea Vodka: 
Peach 2/5, Strawberry 4/5
I had to try both flavours of this one because 
I love Snapple. I was more excited for the 
peach one, but the strawberry proved to be 
more delicious. I would definitely buy the 
strawberry one over the peach next time—
get it quick, though, as it's a limited edition. 
The peach tea had bit more of a vodka taste 
to it, as the peach tea flavour in Snapple is 
very subtle. The strawberry tea is deliciously 
fruity, and it tastes like those strawberry 
marshmallows you get in the five cent candy 
bins! This is what Sailor Moon would drink 
if she wanted to get smashed. Easily the best 
flavour out of all three teas, the third being 
pear for some strange reason. 
Jack Daniel’s Watermelon Punch: 5/5
This is the ultimate summer drink. 
Watermelon is the best flavour for anything 
summer related. The taste of the whisky 
and watermelon punch is a beautiful 
combination. The watermelon flavour is so 
artificially flavoured that it is so sweet it's 
like your drinking the watermelon flavoured 
syrup at the bottom of a freezie. I thought 
the whisky taste would be a bit overpowering 
but it's hardly noticeable, so you can keep 
slamming them back. 
Jess' juices: Fruity, sweet and summery 
 › The best cheap, alcoholic beverages
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Originally Published January 18, 2017
Have you ever been in the middle of a steamy make-out session and thought 
to yourself “I wonder how my health is 
benefiting from this?” I know I have, and 
since winter is the season for cuddles and 
smooches, there is no better time to learn 
how kissing your loved ones (or people you 
just met, you do you!) can positively affect 
your health. 
Kissing people makes you happier. 
Lip-locking releases a collection of 
feel-good hormones such as dopamine, 
serotonin, and oxytocin, also known as the 
“love hormone.” These hormones make 
you feel happier and even better connected 
with your partners. Our lips are also 
covered with nerve endings and receptors 
sending signals to the brain that not only 
make us feel calmer but also improve our 
sense of well-being. 
It also reduces blood pressure. 
Kissing’s not only good for your emotional 
heart, it’s good for your physical heart too! 
During a passionate make-out session your 
heart rate goes up, which makes blood 
vessels dilate, providing clearer pathways 
for blood to get to other 
vital organs. It also relieves 
pain, since oxytocin is a 
pain reducing hormone 
that is especially great for 
headaches and cramps. 
It prevents cavities. 
Who knew sucking face 
could be good for oral 
hygiene? When you 
kiss, saliva production is 
increased, which helps wash 
any plaque on your teeth 
that could cause cavities. 
That being said, cavity 
causing bacteria can also 
be spread through kissing, 
especially if your partner has 
bad oral hygiene, so beware 
of bad breath!
It boosts your immune 
system. Swapping spit with 
someone allows foreign 
germs and bacteria into your 
body, so your body then 
creates antibodies to fight 
against this new bacteria, 
making your immune 
system stronger. However, this could 
backfire and these germs can actually make 
you sick, so kiss with caution. 
It burns calories. It’s not an hour on 
a treadmill, but a passionate make out 
session can burn about 8–16 calories per 
kiss. Kissing also tones your facial muscles 
around the mouth and shapes your jaw and 
neckline, so you can work out while you 
make out. 
Making out provides a number 
of benefits both to one’s physical and 
emotional health. I probably don't have to 
tell you to go out and get necking, but it’s 
good for your health, so I’m going to do it 
anyway. Happy smooching!
Health benefits of making out
 › Kiss your way to a better you
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How many hours do you spend watching TV a day? A week? C’mon, 
be honest! What with Netflix and endless 
channels to surf through on cable, the 
options really are endless, and watching 
television is an inexpensive, low-
commitment activity that many people 
indulge in on a weekly if not daily basis. In 
fact, according to the New York Times, the 
average American watches more than five 
hours of TV per day—that’s a minimum of 
35 hours per week, and there are only 168 
hours in a week!
You may be thinking, “Well, what’s 
the big deal? That sounds like a lot of extra 
hours to me.” Take into consideration that 
you’re probably asleep anywhere from 
35 to 56 of those hours, you’re at work or 
school—or both—likely for a whopping 
40 of those hours, and you’re commuting 
somewhere around three and a half to 14 
hours. That only leaves anywhere from 
23 to 54 hours left per week, again going 
by the above-mentioned numbers, which 
are merely my ideas of what a typical 
individual’s week might look like. That 
doesn’t even take into account homework 
time, chores, household responsibilities, 
and any other obligations or activities you 
might have going on.
I guess you could be thinking about 
how you’re a student or you’re not making 
as much money as you’d like, and therefore 
you can’t really afford to do too much 
else—I mean, have you seen the prices of 
gas? So what’s the harm in spending so 
much time in front of the ol’ tube? As it 
turns out—and this is not fresh news—
watching too much TV is kinda bad for 
your brain. According to the results of 
a 2015 study on the television-watching 
habits of 3,200 young adults, those who 
watched three hours or more television 
per day scored poorly on cognitive tests 
in comparison to those who watched very 
little. Healthy brains require physical 
activity, rather than just sitting around with 
your eyes trained on a screen, said study 
author Tina D. Hoang of the Northern 
California Institute for Research and 
Education at the Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in San Francisco. 
The study theorizes that the link 
between lots of television time and 
poor cognitive performance may be due 
to spending time in a non-cognitively 
engaging way. Another hypothesis is that 
the poor performance may be caused 
by the decline in physical activity that 
accompanies watching TV. One thing 
that is glaringly obvious and potentially 
overlooked is that what we watch 
influences who we are and what we believe, 
and that’s not always a good thing.
According to pioneering linguist and 
cognitive scientist Noam Chomsky, our 
TV-watching instills in us the agenda of a 
totalitarian state. Ordinary working-class 
folks “ought to be sitting alone in front 
of the TV and having drilled into their 
heads the message, which says, the only 
value in life is to have more commodities 
or live like that rich middle-class family 
you’re watching and to have nice values 
like harmony and Americanism,” wrote 
Chomsky in his 2002 book Media 
Control: The Spectacular Achievements of 
Propaganda. Chomsky stated that TV is 
largely used as a propaganda streaming 
service directly from our television sets 
to our brains in order to install into us 
values that may not be our own, as well as 
subconsciously determining for us how we 
spend our money and live our lives. With 
so much time spent in front of the TV, it’s a 
fairly effective service, too. 
Chomsky’s words have darker 
implications as well. He suggests that the 
general public must have their attention 
turned elsewhere because if we were to 
wake up and have thoughts and opinions 
on what is going on in our world, rather 
than what we are selectively shown, that 
would be a problem for those whose 
goal it is to keep us distracted. Without 
distraction, we might then realize the 
bigger picture, which is that television 
is a cleverly adopted source of addictive 
entertainment-gone-advertisement 
devised as a means to keep us docile and 
uninterested in those who have the real 
power, the “specialized class,” as Chomsky 
refers to them—those who shape our 
society as the real authority sees fit. 
Consider the possibility that leaders, 
or the specialized class, are appointed to 
give us the illusion of control within our 
society, which is exactly what a higher 
power with their own interests in mind 
would want us to think, regardless of 
whether those interests align with the 
greater good of the people or not. This 
illusion of autonomy allows those in charge 
to do as they wish from behind the scenes, 
or screens—television screens that is, 
“mak[ing] sure that [the people] remain 
at most spectators of action, occasionally 
lending their weight to one or another of 
the real leaders,” wrote Chomsky.
But that’s just an opinion; it’s the 
opinion of a very smart and influential 
man, a view that is also shared by a 
number of people ranging from speculative 
theorists to experts alike. What is your 
opinion? Do you think that television is 
just an addictive source of entertainment 
that may have negative effects on an 
individual’s cognitive performance, or do 
you believe that there may be something 
darker, a distraction from the bigger 
picture, at work? Either way, it is important 
to find a healthy balance of activities, work, 
sleep, and entertainment in life, as well as 
to get involved and be more than just an 
observer or spectator.   
TV: Entertainment or distraction?
 › A speculation on 
the bigger picture
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Opinions Editor
Originally Published October 13, 2017
In the midst of October and with Halloween coming up I thought I’d 
talk about the three things that scare 
me the most: Snakes, spiders, and 
male feminists. 
As a woman and a self 
entitled feminist killjoy, there 
are few things that irk me more 
than seeing a movement that 
advocates for women’s rights and 
freedoms being discussed by a 
cisgender, straight, white male, or 
any cisgender male for that matter. 
Male feminists should know that 
men have the power dynamic over 
women in any situation because we 
live in an inherently misogynistic 
society. Even, sadly, in feminist 
communities. This means that 
opinions on feminism and how 
women handle their oppression are 
often taken more seriously coming 
from that of a man than of a woman. 
Some male feminists utilize the label 
to justify sexist behaviour, to impress 
women, or to use the attention of 
women as a seal of approval in the 
feminist community. Which brings 
me to my main point: Beware male 
feminists.  
It seems women can’t escape 
oppression even within their own 
movement. Men advocating for basic 
women’s rights are often seen as 
more remarkable than any woman 
who calls herself a feminist, as any 
woman advocating for their own 
rights is not seen as unusual or 
significant by virtue of their gender. 
Across all social movements, the 
issue at hand is often not viewed 
as valid until it is supported by 
members of the “other side.” Men 
speaking on feminism would be like 
me, a white woman, speaking on 
the Black Lives Matter movement. 
I support it, but it is not my place 
to speak on the experiences of 
black men and women living in an 
inherently racist and Eurocentric 
society. I recognize my privilege as 
a white woman and I understand 
that my opinion may be more highly 
regarded on the matter, therefore 
I do not speak for it. So why can’t 
male feminists do the same? Calling 
yourself a feminist does not mean 
the work is done. I myself am 
constantly re-educating, and re-
evaluating my place in the feminist 
community and recognizing my 
place and privilege in it as a white 
woman. 
Similar to how men advocating 
for women’s rights gives more 
attention to the movement, women 
who dismiss or belittle feminism can 
be used to justify the sexist beliefs 
of others. Many men only respect 
the views of women when they 
are passive and non-controversial, 
or when they support their sexist 
ideals. They don’t respect when 
these views challenge them on their 
behaviour. Most men only respect 
and agree with the arguments 
of another man, as the opposing 
opinion of a woman is seen to hold 
less value. She is always presumed 
to know less about the subject, even 
when it is directly relevant to her 
experiences.
So women, heed thy warning. 
Beware men who tell you what it 
means to be a feminist. Beware 
men who read this article and insist 
that “not all men are like that.” 
Beware men that think they know 
more about feminism than you do. 
A man is never more potentially 
dangerous than when he claims to 
be a feminist. 
“Not All Men”
 › The problem with male feminism
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
The debate crops up every year over the month of June and 
throughout the summer as Pride 
events are held around the world—
do cops belong at Pride? 
To say it’s a contentious issue 
would be an understatement. If you 
have an opinion it’s bound to be a 
strong one, and for a while I had 
of a sort of pan-inclusive opinion. 
Everyone should be at Pride, right? 
Pride brings people together! What 
could possibly be a more powerful 
symbol of how far we’ve come, a nice 
bridge between two communities 
with a tumultuous history, than cops 
marching in uniform with Pride 
flags draped over police cruisers? 
The fact that I’m white should 
really go without saying at this point, 
but it bears noting. I am mostly 
cis-presenting (if clockably queer) 
too. These intersections of privilege 
mean that I can write about “my” 
community having a “tumultuous 
history” with cops without a second 
thought. “My” community—cis-
presenting white gays—are rarely, 
if ever, at risk of abuse by law 
enforcement. For many 2SLGBTQ+ 
people however, police oppression 
and brutality are absolutely still 
present realities, not just bygone 
notes in history—yes, in Canada, 
and yes, in Vancouver. 
As outlined in an excellent 
feature by our Opinions Editor Jess 
Berget, Pride itself began as a riot 
against police abuse spearheaded 
by trans women of colour. Despite 
this, people of colour on the 
whole and trans people of colour 
especially have had to fight to have 
their voices heard and respected 
within 2SLGBTQ+ spaces, with the 
viewpoints of white people largely 
prioritized. 
People of colour have made 
their discomfort with the presence of 
uniformed police officers marching 
in Pride known over the years, for 
obvious reasons. On a global scale, 
one does not need to look south 
of the border to find examples of 
institutionalized police violence 
against Black and Indigenous 
people (as just one case study, I 
highly recommend listening to 
Canadaland’s Thunder Bay podcast). 
Here in the Lower Mainland, our 
local Black Lives Matter branch 
protested Vancouver Pride until 
the organization scaled back police 
presence in the parade. 
“As a [Black] queer person in 
Vancouver, I have never felt that 
there was an event that felt good or 
safe for me to go to,” said one of the 
protest organizers, Daniella Barreto, 
to the CBC back in 2017. “We don’t 
feel safe in a parade that celebrates a 
violent institution that consistently 
contributes to violence against 
[Black], Indigenous, and people of 
colour.”
Barreto’s concerns aren’t 
unfounded. BC Premier John 
Horgan himself expressed concerns 
last summer about the VPD’s “street 
check” records, which showed 
that police disproportionally 
targeted Indigenous and Black 
people. Pride is also meant to be 
inclusive of sex workers, another 
marginalized community with a 
significant crossover with gay and 
trans communities that the police 
often target. If the marginalized 
people Pride is meant to celebrate 
aren’t able to attend Pride for fear of 
encountering an institution with an 
ongoing track record of harassing 
them, then what exactly is the point 
of Pride in the first place?
I understand the instinct 
to think of Pride as some kind 
of healing trust exercise where 
we all join hands and forget our 
differences. However, the problems 
of police harassing marginalized 
communities won’t be solved by 
ignoring the safety and comfort of 
people of colour so a uniformed 
cop can get a photo op—and for the 
record, it’s not as though individual 
cops out of uniform and off-duty 
are banned from the celebrations. 
Trust has to be earned, and trust 
cannot exist without choice. A good 
way to start building that trust 
would be to respect the boundaries 
of marginalized people when and 
where they are placed. 
Not for men
 › Anti-male rhetoric is too common 
in feminist communities
War of the Words
THROWBACK
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Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Originally Published November 19, 2018
Nobody knows what happens after you die, but everyone has some idea of 
what they want to do with their bodies after 
they’ve passed on to the other side. 
There is an option for everyone’s death 
discretion—whether it be a natural burial, 
donating your body to science or medicine, 
cremation, planting your ashes with a tree, 
making them into gems, a vinyl record, an 
eternal reef, or even shooting your ashes 
into outer space. With so many alternatives 
to traditional burials, I think it’s about time 
we as a society stopped using cemeteries. 
Graveyards are a wasteful and 
antiquated concept as well as being 
harmful for the environment. People have 
been burying their loved ones in caskets 
since time immemorial—but methods of 
body disposal have changed and evolved 
since then, so it seems logical to me that we 
keep up with the times. 
Cemeteries often take up a lot of land 
that could be used for people who are alive 
and could actually use it. This is land that 
could have been used to build 
housing for students 
or people in 
need, schools, or 
literally anything 
productive, but 
they’re full of dead 
people. Additionally, 
because of people’s silly 
superstitions and the 
havoc burials wreak on the 
environment, once graveyards 
are established, the land can’t be 
used for anything else. 
Burying dead bodies has been 
part of our society for so long that people 
don’t twice about the consequences or 
the toll it could have on the environment. 
Turns out the chemicals that are used 
for burials in both the body and casket 
are incredibly toxic. For instance, 
formaldehyde, glycerin, and phenol are 
all ingredients used for embalming. The 
fumes of these chemicals alone are enough 
to irritate the eyes, nose, skin, 
and throat. Furthermore, 
formaldehyde is a 
potential carcinogen 
and lethal in high 
concentrations, and 
phenol is toxic if 
ingested, so it’s 
probably not 
good that these 
things are 
being put 
into the soil 
and contributing 
to groundwater pollution. 
Even more concerning, according 
to an article published by Berkeley 
Planning Journal, about 827,060 gallons of 
embalming fluid are buried with the dead 
in the US every year. 
It’s not only chemicals we have to 
worry about being put in our soil—think 
of all the materials we bury in cemeteries 
every year. It has been reported that an 
estimated 14,000 tons of steel vaults, 
90,272 tons of steel caskets, 2,700 tons of 
copper and bronze caskets, 1,636,000 tons 
of concrete vaults, and 30 million board 
feet of hardwood caskets are buried in the 
US every year. I understand that burials 
are a religious practice for many, but 
natural burials are a better and less invasive 
alternative.
Another problem plaguing cemeteries 
is that there isn’t enough room to bury 
everyone who dies. Cemeteries in Canada 
are running out of space and a 2013 survey 
found that nearly half of the graveyards in 
the UK will be filled to capacity in the next 
20 years. 
Considering the consequences that 
come with using cemeteries, I think 
everyone should seek alternative means 
for their final resting place. Everyone is 
going to die one day but we’re not getting 
any more land, so consider a less invasive 
or more eco-friendly method for your 
disposal.
Cemeteries need to be put to rest
 › They’re a waste of space, resources, and bad for the environment
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In the wise words of the Swedish-British singer Mabel, “Don’t call me up.” 
Seriously, STOP calling me without texting 
me! I know that humans in 2019 seem to 
have gotten used to unprompted phone 
calls but I believe we need a serious change 
because of the tools we have now. If we’re 
using cell phones, we are ALL capable of 
texting each other first and in my opinion, 
it is a very necessary courtesy that should 
be common. 
Calling someone without texting 
beforehand is rude because it assumes that 
people should always be “on” and ready 
to pick up the phone at any time to have a 
conversation. I am not always available to 
pick my phone up. For example, I might be 
at the library studying in the quiet section, 
on a walk on a noisy road, at a party with 
friends, or literally having sex. We are all 
constantly in scenarios when a phone call 
does not make sense, so why do we just 
keep calling each other unannounced? 
I’m looking at you, employers and 
coworkers. Stop treating my phone line 
like a direct-access line and text me about 
your problems first! A lot of simple issues 
coworkers have called me about could 
easily be resolved by text. 
Calling also puts me on the spot 
whereas texting me gives me time to mull 
over the question and put some thought 
into it. Some will argue that a phone call is 
easier, and sure it is—to the person who is 
calling and is ready for a conversation. That 
mindset is completely inconsiderate of the 
receiver of the call and how difficult it may 
be for them to pick up the phone.
I don’t see why people can’t text me 
first, ask me if I’m available for a phone 
call, and schedule a time. It is as easy as 
“Can I call you?” and a text back that says 
“Yes, in 10 minutes.” I also reject the idea 
of “Oh I’ll call them first and if they can’t 
pick up I’ll just text them.” NO! That is just 
as disturbing and distracting. If you call 
me and I’m not interested in picking up, 
I still have to be distracted by my phone 
ringing for the next minute or so. I have 
to manually turn of the ringer if I don’t 
want to hear my stupid Game of Thrones 
ringtone, but a text message is easy to 
ignore since the sound is so small and 
brief. Additionally, if you call me and I am 
sleeping, my ringtone will wake me up. 
A small text message tone is easy to sleep 
through. 
I really think this is a necessary shift 
in our mode of communication so that 
a direct phone call can be reserved and 
universally understood as an emergency 
situation. If we were all courteous enough 
to text one another about when we want 
to set up a phone call, a direct phone call 
could hold much more meaning and 
people would know that they needed to 
pick up the phone ASAP.
So don’t call me up, don’t call me up—
send me a friendly text message first.
Text me first dangit
 › Please, stop it with unprompted phone calls
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
I think it’s finally safe to say Quentin Tarantino is washed up. 
After hearing all the hype for his new 
flick Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 
(OUTIH), I was ecstatic to see it for myself. 
As a huge fan of his earlier work, I was 
expecting an epic story about the Manson 
family murders complete with the crude 
Tarantino-esque gore I’ve grown so fond 
of—or at least a movie that would at least 
make up for the tedious atrocity that was 
The Hateful Eight. Alas, I was bitterly 
disappointed. Instead, I had to sit through 
three hours of Brad Pitt driving and close-
ups of dirty feet. Considering how long the 
director’s career in filmmaking has lasted 
and how long-winded and disappointing 
his last two films have been, I hate to admit 
it, but Tarantino can’t make good movies 
anymore. 
No doubt he had some talent earlier 
on in his career. Who can deny the obvious 
classics like Kill Bill, Pulp Fiction, and 
Reservoir Dogs? However, his newer films 
like OUITH, The Hateful Eight, and even 
some parts of Django Unchained I find 
to be long, drawn out, and unengaging 
(especially so with the first two). It’s clear 
to me that he is losing his touch with what 
made his earlier movies so great, and he 
should quit while he’s ahead.
Tarantino’s films used to be full of 
heart and passion, good story telling, 
interesting characters, and fantastic 
underrated actors. With his last two films, 
it’s clear he has lost all of the charm and 
grit his other movies carried so gracefully. 
Now it seems he only hires the same 
generic actors, draws out these slow and 
boring plots, and relies on the same old 
tricks we’ve seen in his films over and over 
again. Furthermore, I know Tarantino 
has done some long movies in the past 
and I’m used to my fair share of lengthy 
movies, but his last two movies were long, 
slow, and just never got interesting—save 
for the last 20 minutes. If you’re going to 
ask me to sit in a theatre for almost three 
hours, you’d better make it worth my time. 
Unfortunately, Tarantino’s past few films 
have not done that, and with the direction 
he seems to be going, I don’t think they 
ever will again.  
Tarantino said he was going to retire 
after making 10 movies, possibly ending 
on a Star Trek project, but I say don’t waste 
everybody’s time. Retire now. Please, for 
the love of God, stop making more movies. 
If you ask me, he should have retired after 
Django Unchained. 
Tarantino’s time is up
 › Quentin Tarantino needs to stop making movies
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It is as easy as “Can I 
call you?” and a text 
back that says “Yes, 
in 10 minutes.””
Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
• Student dreams crushed on first day of 
class
• Put the beanie down!
• Douglas bookstore gothic
• ...and more!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
All autumn-lovers felt the harsh sting of the law last Thursday when Kyle Boyd, 
Vancouver Police Chief, announced a new 
bylaw freshly approved by City Council. 
The aptly named “Forbidden Fall” 
bylaw prohibits the wearing of fall clothing 
before September 23, the official start of 
the season. 
“Anyone wearing traditional ‘fall’ 
clothing before September 23 will be 
subjected to police interference,” Boyd said 
at a press conference. “After all, laws are 
laws.”
According to Boyd, the severity of the 
penalty depends on the outfit in question. 
“For flexible things like a traditional 
scarf or toggle-button coat, you’re looking 
at a moderate fee. But for more autumn-
inspired clothing—you’re looking at jail 
time.” 
What exactly sparked this law? 
“This regulation is aimed at the very 
kind of person who wants summer to end,” 
Boyd said. “Who actually looks forward to 
that? Long days, plenty of sunshine, almost 
every Netflix show releasing a new season… 
You’d have to be an absolute idiot to want 
summer to end just so you can layer your 
clothing.” 
Boyd said he expects a certain level of 
pushback from the community. 
“You have your freaks out there, 
those—you know—Halloween-y types. 
They’re probably going to be the hardest 
demographic to win over.” 
Other Vancouverites weren’t happy 
with the strict fashion law. 
“I only look good in jewel tones,” Maya 
McClaren, 25, told Other Press reporters. 
“It’s not my fault that I’m autumn-toned. 
Why should I be banned from wearing 
mustard yellow and forest green? This is 
the way I was born, and I’m proud of it.” 
“This law is ableist and discriminates 
against people with bad hair,” Darren 
Sawyer, 28, said. “I’m self-conscious about 
my appearance at all times and I have 
to wear the same gross grey wool cap 
year-round, regardless of the season. Yes, 
everyone I’m sexually attracted to finds it 
disgusting. No, I never wash it.” 
“I’m a ‘spooky’ type,” Rose Hoy, 34, 
said to press. “I’m someone who wears 
a Jack Skellington article of clothing no 
matter the month, or if I’m at my own 
sister’s baby shower. Fall—and Halloween 
especially—is the only time it’s socially 
acceptable for me to sit in a pumpkin patch 
and hiss at children who get too close to 
me. This law directly prevents me from 
expressing my true, authentic self, and I’m 
prepared to fight tooth and nail for what I 
believe is a fundamental human right. Also, 
I work at Spencer’s Gift in the mall. But 
that is unrelated.”
“Though this is a big change for 
many, I expect it will greatly help the 
community in the long run,” Boyd said at 
the conclusion of his press announcement. 
“In a place like Vancouver, which only 
has approximately two weeks of summer, 
we need the extra time to get as much 
serotonin as we can. After all, winter 
comes after autumn—and who can really 
emotionally prepare for that?” 
Boyd added that anyone wearing 
Christmas-themed garb before December 3 
would be shot on sight.
Put the beanie down!
 › New bylaw bans fall clothing before September 23 
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Calvin Meyers, 19, may never recover from his life-altering first day of 
college. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
Natalie Woods, Meyers’ classmate 
at Douglas College, told Other Press 
reporters. “It was devastating. Truly 
devastating.” 
Meyers walked into his first university 
class with high hopes.
“I wanted to be a philosopher. I 
wanted to study the greats,” Meyers told 
reporters with hollow eyes and a voice that 
spoke from beyond the grave. “I thought 
this was my first step in achieving moral 
greatness.” 
Meyers, who attended Douglas 
right after high school, expected that he 
would walk directly into a job related to 
philosophy—whatever that may be—after 
his post-secondary schooling.
“I don’t know what a degree in 
philosophy would help me achieve, but I 
assumed it would be something related to 
wearing a toga or a suit while sitting around 
in a circle of white men and discussing 
issues of the world,” Meyers said. “Imagine 
my surprise when my professor told me 
that the job didn’t exist!” 
Graham Gill, a philosophy professor at 
Douglas, has been working at the campus 
for over 20 years. 
“I intend to die here,” Gill said in an 
interview with the Other Press. “I mean, 
what else am I supposed to do? I have a 
PhD in philosophy, for Christ’s sakes.”
Gill was hired in 1997, back when 
philosophy was still considered a thing.
“Obviously students should be 
studying things like Environmental 
Science, or Gender and Sexuality. You 
know, things that really matter in the 
present day,” Gill said. “Hey, did you know 
Socrates was a total creep?” 
Meyers said his entire world was 
“blown open” by the fact that he wasn’t 
guaranteed a job directly after receiving his 
diploma.
“My parents, who directly funded my 
education, assured me this would be the 
case,” Meyers said through tears. “Why 
can’t things just 
keep falling into 
place for me?” 
“It’s not 
entirely the 
student’s 
fault,” Gill 
said. “Society 
places a lot of 
importance on 
post-secondary 
schooling, 
especially college 
and university. 
Many entry-
level jobs ask 
for a bachelor’s 
degree just to 
apply. Because of this, almost all degrees 
are rendered useless. Of course, none are as 
useless as a degree in philosophy.”
“Philosophy is so important,” 
Meyers said in a tone that bystanders 
later described as “the whine of a spoiled 
toddler.” “How is society still not absolutely 
invested in the musings of old white men 
from over 100 years ago? It’s not fair that 
everything isn’t handed to me just because 
I want it to be!” 
Though he faced a minor setback, 
Meyers assured reporters that his journey 
in post-secondary schooling was far from 
over.
“For my minor, I’m pursuing 
something important and worthwhile—
English literature.” 
Hopeful student has 
career dreams crushed 
on first day of class
 › Bystanders called it ‘a fatality’
After all, laws are laws”
–Kyle Boyd, Vancouver Police Chief 
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It's the first week of September. You are almost relieved to be back to school, after 
you spent 50 hours per week scooping ice 
cream for horrible first dates or kids with 
nothing better to do for mere nickels per 
hour. After that, you at least made enough 
money for your textbooks.
You spend three hours trying to 
remember the password to your Douglas 
account, preening to know the titles of the 
books you must purchase. Alas, you finally 
gain access. You need six textbooks, selling 
used for $85 or new for $15,983.
Your first class of the day is at 10:30 
am. You arrive on campus at 10 am, hoping 
to quickly purchase your textbooks before 
class begins. Half an hour is plenty of time, 
you tell yourself. This is a lie. 
The line for the bookstore wraps 
around the building tenfold. The person 
at the end of the line holds a sign. It 
reads “Four hour wait to enter bookstore.” 
Another holds a different sing: “We’re all 
doomed” it reads. 
You shake your head in 
disappointment and opt to wait in the 
Tim Hortons lineup instead—a mere 35 
minutes for your iced cappuccino. 
Arriving late to the first day of class, 
you receive a glare from the professor 
of POLI 1101 as you chose your seat. The 
professor, in his lecture about the syllabus, 
explains that there are reading questions at 
the end of every chapter. These questions 
are due every week. 
Class ends early and you glance at your 
schedule. Your next class isn't until 4:30 
pm, thanks to last semester’s mediocre 
GPA and you forgetting when your 
registration time was. A study break, you 
called it. In reality, it will become the time 
you watch Netflix on the library computers 
and smoke weed near the DSU.
Perhaps now would be a good time 
to attempt to get your textbooks. You find 
the back of the line for the bookstore. 
Thankfully, it now only wraps around the 
building seven times. You move up the 
line in groups while you stalk your ex on 
Instagram for a while. All too soon, your 
phone dies. You look behind you and are 
relieved that at least the line behind you is 
now longer than the line in front of you.
You feel you have probably missed 
your next class by now since it seems you 
have been in line for 127 hours. 
You see a beautiful sight ahead, the 
doors to the bookstore! Douglas security 
ushers you in. A staff member at the 
bookstore stares at you with judgement. 
You are taking too long in the bookstore. 
The bookstore is displeased. 
You go to grab the textbooks you need 
off of the shelves. Much to your dismay, the 
only used textbook you 
can find in the store is 
the cheapest one on your 
list, only costing $10 to get 
new.
Shock and panic 
overcome you as you 
see that there are no 
textbooks available for 
POLI 1101. You will need 
to come back later.
The lineup for 
the cashier seems like 
climbing a mountain. Not 
because the bookstore is 
on an incline, but because 
your five textbooks weigh 
as much as your 1991 
Toyota Corolla. When 
you do reach the cashier, 
the counter shakes under 
the weight of your books. 
You end up emptying 
your bank account for the 
books. At least you have 
$105 left for the POLI 1101 
textbook… when it comes in.
A week passes. It is your third class in 
POLI 1101 and your professor asks for the 
textbook questions at the end of class. You 
panic, seeing that everyone but you is in 
possession of the questions and textbook. 
Excusing yourself to “use the washroom,” 
you run to the bookstore. 
The store has gone back to its ghost 
quiet status that it sits in outside of the first 
week of the semester. You enter with ease. 
By the luck of the old gods and the new, 
your textbook has been restocked! You 
grab the book and walk up the cashier, who 
scans your book. 
Success, at last… Until next semester, 
that is. 
The book costs $115.
Douglas bookstore gothic
 › The elusive POLI 1101 textbook
Greg Waldock
Contributor
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Passengers aboard a 502 bus bound for Surrey Central were left stunned early 
yesterday morning, when their driver made 
an announcement over the PA system to 
“move to the back of the bus.” 
With the meaning of this statement 
being so unclear, the passengers could only 
look around and shuffle awkwardly as the 
statement was inexplicably repeated. The 
lineup of people waiting to get onto the bus 
at Venture Way, where the incident took 
place, looked on with horror as a half-
empty bus somehow seemed too full to let 
more people on. The situation worsened 
when the driver, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, stood up and began to tell 
people to move further into the interior of 
the transit vehicle. 
“We had no idea what he meant,” said 
Mary Boxworth, a passenger during the 
incident. “We were scared and confused. 
He kept pointing to the little steps that led 
to the empty back part of the bus. What 
was he trying to say?” 
The driver eventually threw his hands 
in the air and returned to his seat, leaving a 
dozen people behind at the bus stop.
Unfortunately, this isn’t the 
first incident of such a mysterious, 
undecipherable message being heard on 
TransLink buses. 
“This is a growing epidemic,” said 
Dr. Sarah Trundle, professor of Transit 
Studies at Simon Fraser University. “People 
are being asked to ‘make room for other 
passengers’ and ‘walk two feet up a small 
set of stairs,’ the meaning of these messages 
are unclear, and passengers are starting to 
panic.” 
This event comes in the wake of an 
incident last week, when a driver cryptically 
told passengers of a 99 B-Line running 
to the University of British Columbia to 
“move away from the rear doors, there’s 
plenty of room literally anywhere else.” 
Thirteen students fell out of the bus when 
the rear doors next opened.
On September 23, a high school 
student was rushed to the hospital when he 
accidentally stumbled onto the empty back 
part of a bus and found himself confronted 
with enough free space to accommodate 
more than a dozen other people, triggering 
a wave of curiosity about its purpose. 
“If only we could decipher what these 
bus drivers are trying to tell us,” said Dr. 
Trundle. “There’s a lot about buses we don’t 
know. How can we fit more passengers onto 
a bus? Who are the ‘Elderly and Disabled 
Seats’ reserved for? How many seats can 
we occupy with a single bag? We just don’t 
know.” 
TransLink representatives refused to 
comment when asked about the incidents 
but did take the opportunity to announce 
that the Evergreen Line is delayed until 
2019.
Bus driver causes 
chaos by asking 
everyone to move to 
the back of the bus
 › Open space in rear of bus confuses, 
scares passengers
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Ten.
Just ten more pages to be read
Then, you say, I'll go to bed,
Or just read one more chapter, first, instead.
Eleven.
Out of fifteen on that last test
You left 4c) blank, you should’ve guessed 
Tormented by your marks, you cannot rest.
Twelve.
Recall that phase, that tween life stage
That awkwardness and hormonal rage
Oh brain, why must you now relive that age?
Two.
Couples, romance, who needs that stuff?
Single, alone, you’re happy enough
…In truth, you wish you had someone to love.
Three.
Why did you eat three whole cupcakes?
You know that this much sugar makes
You toss and turn all night and stay awake.
Four.
Four things on your last to-do list;
You checked off three, but now you’re pissed
What was that one last thing you know you missed?
Six thirty.
The cost of coffee yesterday
Your budget’s tight, why did you pay
That much for just one non-fat soy latte?
Seven.
Too late, the night is gone, you fool
Time to get up and prep for school
At least sleep deprivation’s hip and cool.
Late night
THROWBACK
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ACROSS
1. Antlered animal
4. Tax administrator (abbr.)
7. Sunscreen letters
10. Upper-left keyboard key
13. Floral neckwear
14. Swampland
15. Dubai’s country (abbr.)
16. Slangy denial
17. Like many digital 
screens
19. NCO rank
20. Pool stick
21. Singer-songwriter Paul
22. “How You Remind Me” 
(2001) band
25. Break into
27. Elevate
28. Piece of theatre
30. Swedish automaker
32. Crimson
33. Keto dieter’s aim (2 
wds.)
35. Keyboard instrument
37. Hunky-dory
38. Young man
40. Former electronics giant
41. Breathalyzer meas.
44. Lunar or life, e.g.
46. Tree spirit of Japanese 
folklore
48. College student’s 
concern (abbr.)
50. Prefix meaning 
“thousand”
52. Hajj destination
53. Refuge area
55. Pretty __ __ (1986)
57. Shady and often illicit, 
as activity
59. Otherwise
62. $$ dispenser
63. Southeast Asian 
language
64. Unexpected 
impediment
66. Meadow
67. Flow back
68. Anger
69. Litigate against
70. Lair
71. African fly, when 
doubled
72. Very long time
73. Alt. to SSD
DOWN
1. Napoleon’s exile isle
2. Slant
3. Type of bribe
4. Org. for Lions and Tiger-
Cats
5. Spanish queen
6. Shenanigans
7. Do horribly
8. Book type
9. Guy, slangily
10. Surround
11. Drunk, slangily
12. Sport __
18. Principle of “what comes 
around, goes around”
23. Be rough, as skin
24. Ballpoint pen
26. Ahead of time
28. Genetic letters
29. Marsupial, briefly
31. What we breathe
34. Betrays
36. Biblical grandmother of 
David
39. 551
41. Oppositional reaction to 
change
42. Breaking Bad channel
43. Federal motorist org.
44. Barrel
45. Writer Wiesel
47. Cygnus star
48. Beard style
49. Old arcade game
51. Jumpsuit
54. Small bit of land
56. Prefix meaning “wing”
57. Hairless
58. Grad gown
60. Missile
61. Barely got by
65. Decahedron’s number 
of sides
Weekly crossword: And we're back!
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
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53 54 55 56
57 58 59 60 61
62 63 64 65
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Monthly crossword: The high-temperature edition
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
H U M P T A D A H O C
T O S C A B L O T O A R
H O T E L C H A I N S T H O
E R R I T E T E A C U P
A S O F S P F C A R R
T O D A Y A R C H T O L L
H D O H I D E A S A O
R A H H O T S E A T S Y N
O V O O T I S T E N G
W E T S P L O P N A R C S
C A M O N E B Y E A H
T E A P O T D U O H B O
A R K P A C K I N G H E A T
L I E E T U I T R I A L
L E S D O E R S E P T
P evious solution
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DJ, CARVINAL GAMES, SNACKS 
& BEVERAGE GARDEN
Fall
Last Call Before
TUESDAY SEPT. 10TH
COQUITLAM CAMPUS
OUTSIDE AB BUILDING
THURSDAY SEPT. 5TH
NEW WEST CAMPUS
OUTSIDE 4TH FLOOR
12-5PM
ALL AGES EVENT, 
2 PIECES OF ID & 19+ ONLY 
FOR BEVERAGE GARDEN
